Child victims and vulnerable adults are not able to give
informed consent and therefore exploitation even without
any element of coercion could constitute modern slavery.

The National Crime Agency in 2013 estimated that there were
13,000 potential victims of modern slavery in the UK and the
current figure is likely to be higher. In 2018 more than 5,000
potential victims were passed to the National Referral
Mechanism (NRM), more than 40% of these victims were
children.

(Environmental Health News, March 2019)

Sexual exploitation: Victims are coerced into sex work or
sexually abusive situations. This includes child sexual
exploitation. Victims may be brought to the UK on the promise
of legitimate employment, or moved around the UK to be
sexually exploited. In some cases, they may know they will be
involved in sex work, but are forced into a type or frequency
they did not agree to.

Criminal exploitation: Criminal exploitation is the exploitation
of a person to commit a crime for someone else’s gain. For
example, victims could be coerced into shoplifting, pick-
pocketing, entering into a sham marriage, benefit fraud,

Certain frontline staff who encounter a potential victim of
modern slavery or human trafficking have a duty to notify the
Home Office under Section 52 of the Modern Slavery Act 2015
This requirement applies to the Police, Local Authorities, the
National Crime Agency and the Gangmasters Labour and
Abuse Authority.

https://www.safequarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p3.html?highlight=sla
very
https://www.northwalessafeguardingboard.wales
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